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Editor’s Forward
AVA AGREE
As the Hastings Journal of Crime and Punishment closes our
second full year in publication, we are proud of how far we have come.
Our mission in has always been to publish voices that challenge the
status quo and force us all to re-imagine how criminal justice can
work. As we round the end of a year spent in isolation, we hope that
the ideas about reform that have been percolating in this publication,
and across the world, can breathe new life into a movement to reshape
criminal justice.
The primary focus of this issue has been on punishment itself.
Each of the authors have proved important questions about the role of
incarceration in our criminal justice system and the proportionality of
punishment, each with a goal of rendering our system of punishment
more humane. In Unjust Isolation, Richard Lee discusses the
damaging impacts of solitary confinement particularly when imposed
on pregnant women. Then, Professor Hadar Aviram masterfully
discusses the horrific role that California’s jail systems have played in
the COVID-19 crisis, presenting the impacts of California’s
realignment in a new light in Bottleneck: The Place of County Jails in
California’s COVID-19 Correctional Crisis. Finally, our third article
by Violeta Alvarez, California’s SB 1437 and its Applicability to
Attempted Murder Liability, presents powerful questions about
culpability and proportionality in light of recent reforms to
California’s felony murder rules. We hope that each of these articles
may plant seeds of change in the years to come.
None of this work could have taken place without the tireless
work of the Hastings Journal of Crime and Punishment team. As with
so much over the past year, this work was completed in isolation.
Despite that isolation, each member of this team showed up ready and
able to keep our work moving forward. We could not be more proud
or more grateful for the many individuals who have contributed to this
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work along the way, and are eager to see the landscape of punishment
shift and respond to the powerful voices included here.

